
 

                        

Ms. Christyne Tremblay                                                                                                                             May 27, 2020 

Deputy Minister, Natural Resources Canada 

580 Booth St., 21st Floor, Room B5-1 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E4 

 

Dear Deputy Minister Tremblay, 

Professional Surveyors Canada (PSC) is the not-for-profit association representing the interests of the public and 

Professional Surveyors across Canada.  We have 1300 professional members in an industry that employs 

approximately 40,000 people across Canada, and as such constitute the foremost experts on land tenure, surveying, 

and cadastral mapping in Canada.  Our mission includes the protection of the public interest as it relates to land 

tenure. 

On April 22, the American Federal Communications Commission (FCC) approved an application from Ligado to 

operate 5G and Internet of Things (IoT) services in a spectral band immediately adjacent to GPS bandwidth. This is of 

serious and critical concern to the survey industry, as interference and noise from this service will degrade or disrupt 

the ability to use GPS for numerous applications. The financial and societal implications to industry are immense. 

The Canadian and American survey industries have been advocating against Ligado (formerly Lightsquared) being 

granted this spectrum position since 2011.  

GPS and other global navigation satellite systems are used directly by the health care, mining, forestry, aviation, 

hospitality, construction, emergency services, real estate, and government services sectors. There are safety-of-life 

services such as 911 service that would be affected by interference in the GPS spectrum. 

PSC is also eager to discuss the importance and overarching benefit of Natural Resources Canada’s Precise Point 

Positioning (PPP) service and Real Time Network (RTN) compliance monitoring. PPP has become an essential tool for 

professional surveyors and many other industries, not only in Canada but worldwide. The PPP program showcases 

Canada’s position as a global technology leader in geodetic survey initiatives 

We request the opportunity to meet with you on this matter over video chat to discuss these implications, and why 

Canada should not follow suit.  You may contact me directly to arrange and may reach me by email at michael@psc-

gpc.ca, or by telephone at (403) 381-1320. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Thompson, ALS, CLS, P.Eng. 

Chair, Professional Surveyors Canada  

www.psc-gpc.ca 

 

 

 

https://www.psc-gpc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/LightSquared-Position.pdf

