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• Blurbs by Daniel Francis, Derek Hayes, Jean-
Claude Tétreault (executive director of the 
Association of the Canada Lands Surveyors)

• Presentations at libraries and museums 
throughout the Lower Mainland

• National and niche publicity

In this highly visual and authoritative work, award-winning 
author and historian Jay Sherwood returns to the Alberta/BC 
boundary and the survey of one of Canada’s most stunningly 
rugged landscapes.

� e second in a two-book series, Surveying the 120th Meridian and 
the Great Divide focuses on the second half of the initial Alberta/BC 
boundary survey undertaken between 1913–1924. From 1918–1924, the 
Alberta crew continued the survey of the 120th meridian while the BC 
crew split o�  to continue mapping the Great (Continental) Divide.

� e Alberta/BC boundary survey was a unique Canadian project that 
combined talented surveyors, high-tech surveying equipment, rugged 
crew members and Canadian wilderness. � is is a story of adventure 
and danger: the crew climbed mountains and surveyed from the peaks 
of the Canadian Rockies; slogged through the muskeg north of the 
Peace River; occasionally crossed rivers at high water; and o� en worked 
in the rain, snow or cold.

� e boundary survey produced the � rst detailed maps of the terrain 
along the divide and the � rst pictures of the northern Canadian Rockies 
taken from an airplane. But the most important legacy of this project is 
the collection of approximately 5,000 photographs developed from high-
quality glass plate negatives. � ese photographs provide full panoramas 
of the Rocky Mountain landscape as it looked over a century ago. 
Surveying the 120th Meridian and the Great Divide combines the best of 
these photographs, diary entries and government documents to recount 
the astonishing journey of the surveyors and their crew members as they 
explored Canada’s most dramatic landscape.

Jay Sherwood started his career in surveying before becoming a teacher-
librarian. He is the author of nine BC history books, including the 
four-book series about the career of surveyor Frank Swannell. Two of 
his works have been BC Book Prize � nalists, and three have received BC 
Historical Federation awards. Ootsa Lake Odyssey won the 2018 Jeanne 
Clarke Memorial local history award. His most recent publications have 
been the two-part series on the Alberta/BC boundary survey. Sherwood 
is retired and currently lives in Burnaby.

“Readers familiar with Sherwood’s seven (!) previous 
books on surveying in BC will know what to expect 
... a thoroughly detailed and chronologically 
organized narrative, largely woven from the fi rst-
hand accounts contained in the journals, personal 
correspondence, and offi cial memoranda of the 
surveyors themselves.” —BC Studies (review 
of Surveying the Great Divide: The Alberta/BC 
Boundary Survey, 1913-1917)


